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CONSIDER ATIONS 
, , CONCERNING | 
The preſent he 


Ou have obliged me many wayes to ſerve you 
in all thar-I can for your good, butche 
matrer of your ſpeciall concernment, where- 
with you have acquainted me of lace, dock 
lead me of mine own accord | by mine own 
inclination beyondaitobligations, to cndea> 
vour your ſarisfaction: - Seeing, then your 
Conſcence is ſcrupled: about the Engage» 

ment, which by the P.oliemezr is offeredto be taken, and you lay 

you cannot ſubſcribe thereunto, till :three' main.doubts concerning 
the ſame beclearee; I ſhall rake them inmtoſerious conſideration, to 
ſhew you whar {think of the weight thereof, which indeed is of 
exceeding great moment. - For you ſay 7. That the Oath of Alle- 

jance, and the Nationall Covenant are ſtill binding , and Contra 

Liaory to-this prefent Engagement. 

'.2, Thar the prefent Dowerhy which the Engagement i is renders 
ed,is very dobbefull,/ as a powerunlawfully uſurped ;'ro-whichu-? 
ſurparion you think” you will be acceſſary if you take the Engage« 

ment, 
3. :That the conſequence of vhe Engagement, ſeemesto tend ro 
an oppoficton againſt the lawful Heir of the Crown , and the right 

+ conſtitucion vF the Pa#l:aments, whereunto you are Pre-engaged, 

| To ſmteyorr deft I ll uy be be, 

| Lotarishe lay defore you, 4s as may 

}- Foy excarotary chat you,who have nt gs ya ome. 
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£; ONE. - Conſiderations concerning 
tial omeniut, to difcerne how. lawfullor unlawfull, how expe: 


orunexpedient, ir will be for you, to take, or not to take this” 


> 


qu the ſame, 


irſt hen, concerning the Oath of Allegiance;and the Nationall- 


Covenant, repreſent unto. your, ſelfthe true meaning thereof, and 
ſg order your thoughts, tothar which is anſwerable- chereunte, 
The Oath of Allegiance,as you know,did bind all men as Subjeas 
in Law, to b2 :rue and fairhfullcoghe Kings Perſon, to his Acirs and 
Succeſſours, as they were'1nveſted with theaythorny which che. Law 
did give them : nor was it ever meant by che Back.-which Enacted 
the Oath of Allegiance, that any ſhould be abſofutely bound tothe 
King & hisHeirs,as they were men,to be true & faichtul to their per- 


ſonall Wills ; but onely ro-them and their Wills, as they had a Le- - 


gill ſtanding: -thar is, ro the' Authority conferred upon them bys 
the conſent of the People, whichiwas teſtified in and under a Law ;: 
whereunto the King and his: Heirs were bound forthe Kin 
 doms-good by Oath :So that the Obligations of King and Subjecks, 
atre-mutuall, and muſt needs ftand and tall rogether,according asche; 
condiztorrby which they are begotten 1s kept: or broken ; |which-i 
nothingelfe, but'the Law according to which he and his Subjects! 
agree, har he ſhall'be cheir King, and they ſhall be his Sub;ets. For: 
as you were ſworn to the King,fo he was ſworn to you: a5-you were: 
bound co be faithfull co:him; {0 he was bound to-be faithfull-co; 
his truſt:;; nor ishe.yourLiege fiirther then he'is faithfull thereun-: 
eo: ''Ifchenhe'be'found unfaichfulleo lis rruſt, you are ipſofatto,: 
adſolved from yonr Allegiance unto him ; .and if according to Law: 
. he receives not his Anthority, you are not in Law his Subjects at all. 
> Now the juſt an | naturall foundatten of all Lawes, is the Reaſon of, 
the Body ofevery Nation in their Pal. which hath che :fole Right, 
ta propoſe and chuſe the Laws by whichtbey will beRuled. Where 
' irhath been (as ſuppoſe) a perpetuall. cuſtome'inthws Nation, for: 
the Commons at all times, to aske and propoſe the making of Laws;: 
and' for the Lords and King, to give their conſentthereunto: .the 
Lords as the Zyages in eaſes of tranfygrefion, and: gbe: King 4s che: 
executer,and publick Trultce,for the adminiſtcation pfthe common, 
g00d and wealth "thereby ; fot in a-Kingdom there,js' 4 Commons: 
wealth, as the jnerinhcall ſubſtance of che Bring thereof z for wliich 
all chingsare co be done by King and Lords, as the publick ſervancs 
thereoh; and Minibers nor Maſters:of State tberein. If the Kingthen: | 
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the prefem Engagentinth 


hould ſer himſelf wilfully co be above chis- reaſon of the Nation | 


which is the only Originall of the: Law,-and refuſe obſtinately'the 
Laws which they ſhall chuſe ro be ſerled ; he puts himſelf ip/s fs 


out of the capacity of being a K'ngany more unto them ; and if & 
eatrbe madeour,to have beenthe way whereinthe late King ſer.him« - 


ſelf,and that ic was the deſigne ofthe Hou!e of Lords, ro uphold & 
enable himto follow that way : it ts evident, that fo far as he did hy 
that means actually un-Kiog himſelf,as to thisNation:ſo far al'o they 
that allifted him inthac deſign, did un-Lord themſelves in the Stare 
thereof ; and if this was the puilc of the Hyuſe of Lords, by orhec 
praftiſes and proceedings more then by an indiffecency and compli, 
ance with the Hamil:onian invaſion, to help the King to ſuch a Pows 
er, I know not-what to anſwer for them. 
But as to. the meaning of the Oath of Allegiance, as by the perpe- 
tuall con'ent of all ages it. never was otl erwiſe underitood ; and by 
the third Article of the Nationall Covenant, ( which is anothey 
branch of this doubt) may be made manifeſt : It is then undeniable; 
that the third Article of rhat Nationa!l Covenant, was never meang 
choſe that \made it, or that took it, tv be oppolite to the ſence of 
the Oath of Allegiance ; but alcogether agreeable rheteunto. What 
thenthe meaning ofchat Article is, muſt needs alſo be the true ſence 
ofthe Oath of Allegiance. That Article then doth obl:;ge' ypu, to 
ſerve che Right aud Priviledges of the Parliament, and the Lis 
benies ofche Kingdome-in your Calling,1bfolutely and without 
limiration ; but as for the Kings Perfonrand Anthority, it doth-oþ» 
hge you only thereutto, conditionally ard with a limitation; Nunes 
by,wn the preſervation and defence of the true Religion and Liberties of 
this Kingdome.. If then the King did not give tothe Repreſentatives 
ofthe Nation that aſſurance which was ſatisfaRory and neceſſary; 


* that theic- Religion-and Liberties ſhould be preſerved, none but his 


Subje&s were bound either by. cheir Allegiance or Covenant, to 
defend his Perfon& the Authority, whickt was conferred upon him. 
The Oath of Allegiance therefore was bottomed upon the Lawes, 
which the Repreſentatives of the Nation inParliament bad choſen 
to be obſerved concerningcheir Religion, and-the Liberties of che 
Kingdome ; which he refraRorily cichercaſting.off,, orſcemingrto 
yield unto, in ſuch a way thar' no truſt could be given him,” thathe 
would keepwhat he yielded unto ; the-Parliamene did ; y 
him aſide ,and voted, that no more Addrefles ſhould be made unto 
him; from which time forward he was no more SPIKES | 
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IF ' Cinſider ations tencerning © - ; 
Oath of Allegiance, bur to be lookr upon as-a private man:and youb 
Oath by which you were engaged to be true& faithful to theLaw,by 
which the Religion & Liberty of che Kingdom was to be preſerved, 
did ſtill remain in force: which if ic may be che true ſubſtantial ſence 
of rhe prefent Engagement, which youthinkts contradictory to this 

Oath and to the Nationalt Covenant,then you are to look wel to it, 
that you be not miſtakeo;for to an indifferent eye,it may be thoug! £ 
ſo far from beingoppolice to thetrue ſence of either , that it ma 

be rather a confirmation of the ground; for which both the Oath 
of Allegiance, -and the third Article of the Nationall Covenant was 

- then birding; 'For the ground of all theſe Obligations, is nothing 

elſe, but the welfare ot. che Common-wealth,which was incrinſicall, 
to that which was called the Kingdom, to which youare bound by 
the Law of Natureand Nations,to be true and faithful for irfſelf,and 
to the King, to the particular Lawes whereof the King is a Servart, 
to keepthers, and ſee them ke przand to the Libercies,which by Law 
were limited (leſt chey ſhould be exorbicant) and preſerved, (leſt 
they ſhould be incroached upon) you were bound'for that Com- 
monwea'ths ſake , which in the bcſorre of the Kingdom was then, 
andis now without it exſtant, and in being by ic ſelf, So then it way 
ſceme that you are ſo far from being pur by chis Engagement upon 
any {'eclaration contradictory ro your former Oaths, that you are 
rather obliged thereby toſtand firm ro the ſame, by the fundamens 
tall reaſon thereof, asit is wrapt up inthe common cauſe of Religi» 
on, and of the Liberty of the Nation:which norwirhſtandingany al- 
cerations which arefallen our, or may fall out hereafeer, are to'þe 
conftancly and unalterably preſerved: for this or that ourward form 
of Government, is wholly accidentall, and nowayes efſential ro any 
Nation of the World:and therefore is akerable, in reſpeR of forms, 
as is molt expedient fortheir exigent neceſſities; but robe governed 
by Lawes, and to have the uo; che tive Religion ,' and of the Na« 
rionall freedom,is abſolutely neceſſary, and efſeatiatto the being of 
a Common-wealth. 4 

/ It may be conceived then, that the incent ofthe Engagement is to 
This-eft&$; that ſeeing there is ill a National tye and Aﬀocixtionre- 
raining amongſt the People ofthis Land ; wherevf checommon 


\_ Yood oughtto be procured truly and: faithifally by allt hat betong 


thereunts; therefore you are required todechare,, -that the warit of 
that accidental form of Government , which ſtood inthe baving of 
. a King andHouſe of Loris, ſhall got take you off from beingwilling 
- 2 [1] bp 


, Theprefent Engagements - ky 

60 procure the ſame : which I think you are bound in Conſcierce,as 
to intend, ſo to declare and really ro endeavour. ; 
- But you will preſs this further and fay,that in the third Article of 
the Covenant you are ſworn,to preſerve the Rights and Pronedges 
of che Par]. now ( ſay you) amongſt the Rights & Priviledges of c 
Parl.chis is one;that cherein ſhould be aHouſe of Lords diſtin from 
the Commons: and this another; that all the Members of the Cc m- 
mons ſhould ſir & yore freely:for when you ſwore,you meant aParl. 
ſo conſtitured, and none other; but now (fay you) I am put upon a 
Declaration contrary to the intent of that part'of my Oath:becauſe 
Fam obliged to be true and faithfull roche Common- wealth,as it is 
without fuch a Houſe, and ſach Members of the Commons. 
. Toexamine this ſcruple , I ſhall grant materially all that you ſay; 
7, Concetning your ſence of the Rights and Priviled ges of Parl. 2. 
The preſent Parl, that icis not ſuch as the former was without any 
alceration. 3. Concerning the intention, which you ſay you had in 
that part of your Oath : - that it cannot riow be proſecuted to that 
efte&, whereunto youſay you took it; for if you rook ir,ro-preſerve 
thoſe Rights of Parl.which yon have mentioned. ic-mult be granted, 
that ſuch an iritention.cannor now be proſecuted by you in your pri- 
yate calling:Bur yer for all this which I have*granted,I mult ſay,that 
the taking of the preſent Engagement,will not make you more guil- 
ty of the breach of this part of your Covenant than you are already: - 
for if you did when time and place was, according to your Calling, . 
what in you lay,to prevent the breach of thoſe Priviledges; you ad 
' obſerve your Covenant, and cannot be accuſed of he infringemert: 
thereof ; for when a fatall neceflity of State, in the courſe of divine 
Juſtice, with a power irreſiſtible, not enely ro men of privat, but t0 
all char were in publick vocations, did bring about that change upon. - 
the Par),no particular mens engagements were cor{iderab'e, There» 
fore of that charge , whether you attempted, or attempred norto 
hinder it, you cannot be counted guilty; whateyer the intent of your. 
ore was inthe Covenant, becauſe it was netther morally poſli- 

le, nor ſawfnllto you in the way of yout calling , t6- hinder 'the- 
caufe or effeRt of that change; and;therefore ro-you x cannat; he ig? 
puted as a breach of Covenart-. Bur-you will here ſay , trvie jaderd I, 
am nor'guilty;but bthers tn nry.opinton are. But #4 promiſe'inow 20- 
be true and faithfull rs the Common-wealth ; as ppoa this breach 
of priviledge: hey haveſzcledir ; then I confirm what they 4 ave- 
done, and {o make my ſelf accefſary r04heir guilt and breach. of Co- 


- 


Aa s | | | Confiderations concerning ; 
- ;HeteT perceive is that which-Coth pinch you in thebuſineſs*'you 
thihk,chey chat made tke change broke the Covenant,andif you:ens 


-52pe under this cuange, 25 is deſired, you think you break your Co- 
venant aJſv. To this I ſhall ſay; Firſt, that theyavtio made the change 


will-plead for themſclves , that they are.nor guilty of any breach of 
Corenant notwithſtanding that change;but this 1 that leaveto them 
to juſtifie,as not being needtul for the reſolving ofyour doubt at vhis 
time : Therefore inthe ſecond place,as to your ſelf, I ſee not how it 
wil appear,that the conſequence which you draw from the a& of the 
Engagement to the breach of Covenanc doth at a!l follow,although 
thoſe that made the change ſhould be guilty, as you think they are. 
And then alſo this I am confident of, to -be able co let you ſee fur- 
ther, that alchongh you may think that the effec of this Engage- 
ment is materially contrary to ſome intention which you had in the 
third Article of the Covenant; yet -that'by the'AR of the Engage» 
. ment, you are ſo far from breaking your Covenant; that except you 
ke it, and obſerve ic faithfully , you will not-onely materially, bur 
formally break that very Article of the Covenant, for whieh you 
ſcruple the taking of the Engagement. | | 
As for the conſequenceryou make from taking the Engagement to 
# breach of theCovenant,it doth not allfollow to my underſtanding; 
for the direct and plain matter of the Engagement binds you onely 
£o procure the good of the Common-wealth, as now it ſtands: and 
becauſe at alktimes, and in all conſticutions thereof, you are bound 
co do this, no lefle'by the Covenant it ſelf than by the Engagement; 
- therefore your taking of chis, ro this effe,can be no breach of that, 
For the Negative words,witkour 4 King and Henſe of Lords,(whereat 
you ſtumble) in the Engagement , may be properly and moſt obvi- 
ouſly taken, as an explication of the jyords Now eſtabliſhed, immedi- 
arly going before; & not an abſolute abnegation of the things looke. 
upon truly. as in themſelves :''ſo that the 0byious meaning of the 
words, is to me as ifthey had been uttered thus aſſertorily : This 
Common-wealch at preſent doth ſtand without a King and Houſe of 
Lords, and although it doth ſtand thus ; yer I promiſe-to be true 
- and faithfull checeunto. Now: it doth not at all follow, if I promiſe 
ro do a ro the Common-wealth ,- alth6ugh. it is at this time 
thus ſetled ; therefore 1am acceſfary to all that hath been done £6 
have it thus ſetled ; Nor dothrit follow, if I feek the good of the 
_ Common- wealth, although ic wants a Houſe of Lords ;" therefore T 
WOO OST eepnere foi pagan 
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ee. Thy proſent Engagement. 7 
of the Lords wholly from a! ſhyeof Governmeat in the Commort. 
wealth,” © Thetethings are altogether incoherent ; for whar gtount! . 
is chere for ime to nb{tiinefrom doing any duty tor the publike”; be- 
caule others have done (1 think”) more then theirs”? Or becauſe 
they do itnor fo as I can allow of © Cai their faulcinefle one 
—_— my negleR of duty another way? To think {6 is very ab- 
ſurd ,-and therefore the conſequetice which'you make , doth” not at 
all follow. ham. 
Bur let us now go a urther , and fuppoſe thac 1h your #ppee- 
henfion wore, ; this En gement dork Fterially [Lete Me. 
thingin the Common-wealth, | whichis contraty to- the intention 
which you had in” taking the Covenant ; yet I fay that by giving 
your aflent thereunto ; -as matters how Rand > cake nor at all 
your -Coretant ; becauſe your Obligation to thoſe matters by yer. 
rue of the Covenant, was extinguiſhed , befote you were called 
upon to take this Engagement z Now that which is extiv& and 
made void , cannetbe {aid to oblige any more 2 and all promilds are 
ip'o fa$o ; made yoid and extin, 1 reſpect of their tye upen the 
Coaldience 3 when the thing promiſed”, 15 become init elf impoſe 
ſible to-be done; or in reference t5 our Calling unlawfull to be pro- 
ſecuted, * It is impoflidle in-nacure to preferve the Kingy lite which is* 
cut off, and the houſe of Lords , which is alreadic put downe; Anil ir 
is not lavwfull far any in 2 private Calling, to artempr the reſtoring 
of that which by publik power hath been aboliſhed. Nor did theCove- 
nant ever intend;” to-engage any to ſuch" an attempt: nor could 
any be lawfully obliged to intend fnch an- undertaking ,-nor.1s there 
any ward of reftoring,, but'only of preſerving , in the Article of the 
Covenant, Bur if in your meaning , the promite of preferving ſhould 
extend ir-lelf allo to a reſtoring endeavour z Yetftill the limitation of 
this endeayour muſt bee in and according to your® Calling , not 
out of*ir;; or beyond it,. Now your Calling I ſuppoſe, ar preſent, 
is onely toacquictce at the adolition of that which is made yord, and 
not to declare any abrogation ( as ſome- would extend iz) of the 
Right which the Lords have to fitin Parliament, They may have 
a Tide tothis Right, and yet obliged , eyenfor the preleying 'of 
thar Right, to tuſpertJ! the uſe ot it at this time's 1 my 2 By 
I ought to reſolve to abſtain from the proſecution of a Right,whi 
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8 Confider at ions concerning - 1-8 
evidently perceive ; that by the change of circurſiagces , the proſe- 
cution of your buſineſs , intended for the good , would prove the 
ruin of the publick ; I fay that notwithſtanding your Oath, by which 
you are engaged to follow ſuch a bufinefſe , ycuare nevertheleſle 
obliged to defift frem it , becauſe your cath binds nofurtherthen 
it is eyident that the publick gocd is advanced thereby , and if the 
| of ciraumſtances aker the whole caſe of your bufinels, (as 
often in State affaires it falleth out ) I fay your Oath is made 
5p/o fatto yoid . And thus the clauſe of the Covenant which relates 
unto the King and the Houſe of Lords , as ſworne in order to com- 
mon - welfare , Ifany ſhould now preſccute by force , itis evident 
thit he weuld by a new War , hazard the ruining of all 5 which 

all bumane meanes poſſible, in nature , Jawfull and not” contra» 
- diftorie tothe will of , we areall bound to the utmoſt to 'pre- 
vent; for to preſerye the publick in peace and ſaferie,is the maine end 
of all the-promiſes of the Covenant, whereunto all perticular mat. 
ters are ſubordinate, and if 1 ſhould not ſuſpend my -perticular pre- 
tentions to Right in order to publick fafery , I rranigreffe the Cove- 
nant , Which aboyeall dothbind me unto this, which 8lfo is nothing 
elſe but the expreſle ſence of the Engagement which is now offered: 
to that the intent thereof is no way contradiftorie , bur altcgerher 
co-ordinate and conſiſtent, borh with the Oath of allegiance, and 
the Nationall Coyenant fo far as they are obligatorie, | 

And to go yet aftep beyond this confideration , I fhall ad this, 
That it the hird A rticle of the Natiorall Coyenant, concerning the 
Priviledges of Parliament , | be yet in force in any m_ as you 
imppoſc it is: then it binds you to preſerve the priviledges of Parl, 
that now are, as well as thoſe rhat then were, Fer 1f therehath 
Aot 5cen-a total diflojution of all Goverment amorgt us, but a - 
Parliament notwithſtanding all changes Riill kept up , and therein a 
Right to rule and order matters for the publick good preſerved. Then 
the Oarh of preſerving theſe Parliamenr Rights is fill binding, fo 
far as the ol (gas is in being ; nor can it be agreeable tothe in- 
tent of that Article, or to the rule of Conſcience, and of found Rea- 
lon, that” becauſe it is ſuppoied ſome haye-made a beeach wpon 
. ſome bros a of Payl, thar therefore it ſhould be free for avy to | 
break & drffg}ve all the reft, For if you count thew guilty who made 
yoid the Authoricy that then was in apy degree: how cam you be guilt- 
leſſe your ſelf if you intend to make yoid all that which rumames ? 
— Thynbore lo ig a5 ubexe io yer voy ground of ardey & ſercienpentin the | 
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Common-w the authoriry ofParl.& by theCouncel of State 8c 
Courts of Juſtice depending > nie eng do chat yery Cove. 


. nant in Conſcience - [till bound to preſerye it; and this very thing 


allo the Engagemeng which is now offered doth cleerly bind you; a 

(as I conceive?) to nothung elle armars, 6 for the ring ene of the 
exprcls words can be none other but this 2 Tat fo far as the'Aﬀacia- 
tion of this people is ſerled in a coutle of Government, and in-the 
Adminiftration of Juſtice , you ſhall not overthrow bur preſerye the 
ſame,alrhough the Adminittration of this Government and Juſtice, is 
aot now carried on by a King and Houſe of Lords ; bur onely by the 
Parliamenc that now is , which certainely is your duty at this time; 
And if this is clearely your duty for the publicke good ; then you 
cannotunderſtand the words of the Covenanc to be binding in = 1A 
ther ſenſe but in this ; for the words mult be taken inthe ſenle which 
they candire&tly bear, and which do import the maine end for which 
the Covenant was taken; far the maine end of this very Article where 
of you make a ſcruple , was evidently to preſerye the Parliament and 
Commonewealthfor it ſelf, and (it need fo required) allo withoar the 


"M.; this is that whichthe Engagemenc doth direQtly allo require; 
for'which caule I ſay, that by vyertue of this a » you are 
bound to take che prelent Engagement; and if you take ic, not, that 
you make your ſelf a tranſgrcfiour of that very Article which you 
pretend to keep; forif you refuſe to be true and faithfull ro. the Com» 


, monewealthas it is now eftabliſhed, you do whar in you licth co make 


the remaining the Rights of Parliament , and the beginnings. of out 
ſertlement void; which though at firft it was not" intended to be without 
a King,yet it was elcarly prefuppoſed in the Article itſelf, as poſſible 
to be without him;and conſequently, that although he ſhould not beyyer 
that the Common-wealth by the rights of Parl.and the Liberties ofthe 
mation ſhould be preſcrved , which is allthat now is ſought for by the 
Engagement, , $a 
hope then thatyou ſhall find no cauſe to ſcruple any further at 
chis;burthar ſuch as under the pretence of tuch ſcruples take a courſe to 
overthrow this Parl.wil be mad: conicionably awake tv ſec their errory 
and that they diamerrically by tuch a crofle the main intention 
of their covenant, and become dillolying the whole tic of this 


* Common,weakb, And this ſhall ſuffice concerrung your firtt (cruple at 
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rendered, your doubt'is , what you onght to think'pf it'; whether 
you ſhould counc it aJlawſull,or an unlawtul and uſurped power2and 
if ſuch , whether you will not be acceflary co their ulurpation- , by 
taking the Engagement ? 

To theſe quettions I ſhall anſwer diſknly , and-let youſeg the 
Rules by which I order my. converlation, inchels cafes , that if you 
haye othing to except againſt chem , you may take them up & walk 
16 the Rightcouſneſſe thereof, 

For mine own part then, I have takea this tobe a Rule, whereby 
all privat men ( ſuch am1) as Chriſtians ought to- walk un- 
blamecably under the ſuperiour powers of this world ; Namely , That 
#t,doth"xor brloug to wr, to dge definitively of the Rights which 


the ſupreanse powers over us inthe World , pretend to have unto 


their places. And the Reafon is this, becauſe T find it no part of the 
profefhion of Chriſtianity to meddlc with this mater , nor can 1 fee 


_ that Goddoth allow privat then to take ſo muchupon them over their 


Superiars , nor ought Superiors to luffer it. in their Subze<Ats , nor will 
ſound realot:, or a good Conſcienceallowit inany, 

Ic is no part of our Chriſtianprofeſſion, to become Judges of the 
great ones of this world, in recipe of their Rights and precentions 
to power. For we are to behave our. {clyes as {pirituall men in this 


orld., by the Rule of our profeſſion, and-as firangets and pilgrims 


therein, taking it as our paſſage t9 a Kingdome that cannot be ſhakeng 
2nd ufing ic asthe ſubject whzreinlour Faith and Patience 5, our mote 
tification to things prelent , and our hopes for chings.to come are-to 


exerciſed, A ſtranger, a Paſlenger and. a Pilgrim , takes things as he 


finds them on his way , makes he belt of them that he can, & meddles 
onely with his own matters , how to/adyance profperouſly and eafi! 

towards his journies end ; that is, how to behave himſelf with. 
out blame and offence towards God and men , - in all chings with 
a good Conſcience : holding forch the word of lifs , which is the 
Rule by which he. doth walkein' the feare of God towards others. 
This is all that a Chriſtian , asa Chriſtian that is, by vertue of his 
profellion , is tomedle withall about the aftaires of this World;which 
in fo doing, he dath jadge in the ſpirit of Ri e;bur if he doth 


make himſelf a judge in another kind of particular Rights and pre- 
rentions , of the great ones of this World | ; . hee takes upon 
him that which doth not belong unto him in- his Profeſſion of * 
fr Cine pur Maſter in tus profelion would not m—_— 


» For he doth more .then Chriſt would do \oncarth, 
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of /the leaſt matrers_ and wan iti the. 

how ſhall we that ought to be his s and Diſciples,cake upon 
us tagjudge of the greateſt of all? Haw fhall we! anfwer rhis-to him? 
els not ; compre the grcateft Characters of the « gow of 4m:cbrift 
hat he exalts himſelf above all that is called God? and whercin hath 
he,done thus more remarkabley rowards Magiſtrates who are called 
Gods amongltmen,then by exalung bimlelf oyer them ro become a 
Iudge of all their Rights and pretentions to power in this World? We 
mult therefore be ware of encextaining the-motions: and practiſes of 
his Spirit, whercof this.is a very eminent one, to judge of the right of 

we to rule in the World, . 

Nor doth Ged allow in the Werld , thoſe whom he hath made Sub- 
jeRs to luperiar powers , to take upon them to judge of the Ri 
and - Titles of thole that-+ are over . them. | The rule. of Sub- 
je&s, behaviour as SubjeRs is clearly determined in Roms, 13,1 Gl 8, & 
1 Pet, 2+ 13. 14. & Tt. 3. 1. Where we find nothing buta com. 
mand of ſubmishon and ſubjection, of ner reſiſting, and of paying 
taxes and dues, and of giving bonour,feare and reipeR for Conſe: 
lake ynto Supcrior powers , becauſe they are Gods Ordinance over 
priyaie,men, and they beare not the tword , which God hath putia 
theig, hand , in vain, Now the Commandements thus delivered,with þ 
out, any limitation, or reſtriction of their Rights to Rule, or of our 
obedience ( further then that we are bound to obey Gor rather then 
man) I ſuppoſe do oblige all SujeRts that areunder therny cither tao- 
bey, or to luffer patiencly, if they find cauſe to refule obedience ; bur 
that private men in outward and humane. concernments ; and, for 
worldly -conſiderations of their owne taking up, ſhould not find 
any caule torefule obedience, I conceive is the meating of ofthoſe abs 
ſolute and unlimited 1injun&ions which the Scripture layes upon Sub. 
z<cts,in retpe&t of their tuperior;powers 2 So then the duty which 

God hath. appointed of Subjects te obſerve towards thole that are 
' over themygn the places of power,is clearly inconfiltent with the ſcru- 
uloſiric of this queſtion,concerning their right and ticle to Rule.Nox 
ould thole that are in/ places of power ſuffer their titles by macare 
Pprivate,Subc&s to be queſtioned 2 Bueinher they ſhould actually ſu- 
pref po 4” cres and dilquiries of that —_ un private men. as got 
at all bCunging to their gpgnizance , or they prevent it in 
ceaſon they arc accountable of their proccedings(for God hath made 
no man lo.Supreame, 14.998 19 þe decountable unro others in aj re1- 
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focable way)by forme declarations and demonkrations of 
the grounds ts their places, and of the equity of their 
? ings therein, WT + HIT on, of a 
conſcience inany private man, tetake him+to be a 
Hewk rarter "-2nd 16 Gupemd his as yr") wages rs. 
wiſe good and lawfull in themfelvys, tilt his (cruples in thar kind bee 
fatisfied, For firft, no ſound reaſon will allow any man to take upon 
him the judicature of rights wherein it is not obvieus to him, to know 
the true grounds cifcuftantially, and ſeeing all claimes to places 
amongtt them depend upon che concurrences--of. many circumftaneey, 
which in the way of juftice give to one and cake away from- another, 
a right to the ſame, and it isin Gods hand alone, to order the inci- 
dency of thoſe circaraſtances between thole that have power, andthe 
tors for the ſame places,und privatmen cannot poſlibly in their 
ordinary way(wherein they are bound to ftand and walk)” know afs 


' turedly the incidencies of thele circumttances, which change 'the na- 
 ture'gf rights andelarms to places; therefore no jultice nor reaſon can 


allow ptiyatemen ro be Judges of things whereof it is not morally 
for thetn'to have true infight; and whereinto they have. no 
calling by God or men'to make a ſpeciall-cnquiry,wichout whieh they 


become unteaſombly and 'unconſeionably prefumptuous, if they'ſe 


within themſelyes,or utter toward others any judgement definitively, 
Then in he fcond place, iris a'moſt nacentuomdde practice _ 
whom God harh purin'the place of fubjetion, & of liviagin a-priva:c 
Ration;to reſt the powers that'are over him, requiring good and law- 
tull _ only becauſe he is rot ſatisfied in their right to require thoſe 
things of him,and in their Title 6 their places, as it Superiout Powers 
that are atually in the poſſeſſion of place, whichGod hath put in their 
hands to rule others by, and ferve * publick with, were accouns 
table to every private man concerning their right ,by which they ftand 
under Godin their Charges;and as if it were lawfull for men; profefiing 
Chrittanity , to diſpente with macters- of duty ;jin themlelyes com- 
mendable and profitable to common. edification , onely becauſe 
they will appeare oppofite for ſome worldly reſpe&s unto thoſe 
that ate oyer them , to whom they owe-due reſpect and ſubmith- 


#n, | (34 | 

Now ##er all this jf youfiy,wwhar? ſhall private Chriftians then 
make themſelves flaves to any thac will rule'oyer them, without judgs 
mermionally, who arecheir Fawhull Superiours to whom they, owe 
? Tay xo this, noz for Chnftiansare the onaly youn 


| of the world all the reſt are ſlaves to their 


the preſent Engagement. b. T 
Ss, 0p- 


proper 
interefts z © but he that is ſubje@ to the law nts 
. by a nile; is truly free,and none but he. But you will fay;by what rule 
then ſhall he diſcern-who is Superiour ? I anſwer, by a rule agreeable 
tolence,to reaſon, and to Conſcience, Senſe wil ſhew.him who is ac- 


* 


in profcfhon of all power and places of G over him, 
and y cle wil rio enter rionn be eb gk will 
fhew him what he who 15 over him pretends unto ; whether yea or tt, 
his pretences ace backed with -power to maintain his right againſt all 
adyerſarics therein ; and whether yea or no, the uſe ol that power be 
limited by Law,or lefe wholly to his own will without any Law ? ard 


 Conlrience will ſhew, that he to whom God hath commarted the ple - 


adminiftration of publique affaires with unconfromable power, 
is Gods Vicegerent oyer the lociety of tholc to whom his adminſtrati- 
on doth extend ir ſelfe, eicher by verme of a contra? which make 2 = 
Law, or by verwe of a conqueſt which is bound to no Law, but the 
wilt of the Conquerour ; For, ifthe Apofile doch teach us, that a1/ 
fonl; ought ti be fnbjeſt to the higher pawers, becaule there is ns 
power bu; of God, and. becanie the powers that be in are ordai- 
wed of God : then it will followgthat thoſe who are actually Supreme, 
and ina - poſſeſſion of power,ought to beobeyed as GodsOr- 
dinance;for it is not poffible that any can atiain to the height cf power, 
without Gods diſpoſal! of ic inco his hands. Here then a Chriſtian reſts, - 
and freely performs his duty towards him, in all things good and Jaw- 
full, and makes no further igquiry after the rights to titles, accorAng to 
Laws of men ; becauſe he doth confider,thatthe moſt High giveth the 
Kingdomes of men to whomloever he plealcth, Thus keeping my: Spi- 
ritfrom flying out beyond his bounds one way, and following the di- 
rections of a clear rule another way, Iprevenc this ſcruple, wherewith 
you trouble yeur fe'f without cauſe, and intangle your Conſcience a - 
gainft your duty, 6 
But here again it may be {aid, If this be the condition of SubjeRts, 


. andif. their duty toward Superious is thus circumſcribed, ; whet way 


is there left for them tobe freed from the unnarurall uſurparion of 
yes which hath 


> 


14 © | Cnaloypiionr eonceridng 74 
necellidg, whereof every one is:ſo tar the judge in bis 'owne cauſe, ati} 
it his own place,as hets moved thereby,'o venture his life and welfare 
to obſerve the ditates thereof, by thele-means inbjeRts'withour judge- 
ing ofthe Titles ot Superiors ,- may.zepredle the undue aurpation of 
power .intyrannicall ipirits; where you may cake noti 
you and I,as private-men ought not to make our lelves Judges ofthe 
. © ghts which Superiours prexend to have , in and-.torheir places, yer 
that they are not without a judicature over themin.} thote- places ;- for 
che ſubordinate Officers belonging to a State, are bound to judge of 
the rights of.thole that are oyer zhen-g both by -which they ſtand in 
their places of Jupremacy,and by which they proceed: ip their a&ings 
towerd Subjects leaſt they be made the inftrumentsof Arbitrary pow - 
cr and tyranny,and then allothe Lawemaking power,which in all na- 
tions refides bythe Law, of nazure,in the conveation-of the reprelentas 
tives of the whole body of the peaple( whether it be;made-up of the 
heads offamilics, or of cholea Depuiicss:-who-arc inculted with-a 
delegated power fronvall the reft ) doth, make, os, un-make. rights, 
in all places and perſons withia it (elfe , as it from time. time doth ſee - 
caufe. As for the Law of neceſſity which begeuerh warre whereby 
Godis immediately appcaled ah tTr. that pretend to have-ne 
Superiors on earth , thathe may. judge , of theis rights. ; whatſocyer 


his hand doth determine. in rhe cvenr, is to bee connied the right of 


thoſe,in fayor of whom the determination is made by his Judgement. 
By thee rulesthea quiet your mind accordiag to your place,. cons 
cerning the right which the preſent powers haye to rule:; de. not take 
upon p04 to define matters. whereof you are, no. compeient Judge : 
ou ate mad? a competentudgaaly of your ownaRions. which .be-" 
long to a Subje&,as you arc under a vitble and uncon:roulable pow- 
er which God ha:h tec oyer you,and your duty is tq lubmit thereunto, 


that you put no {tumbling blocke , or. occalion of offence. ingny 
ghans way, Row. 14.13. Yctl will nat fay bur inche judgememof 
qiſcrerion as you are a member of this Common-wealth, and concers 
nedin the puplick welfare thereot,you may look upon. your Superiors 
to-ſee hoy they pretend to. ſand; that .is/ by. what apparent,.and 
with what vicible power ry penatanng places , bur this you _ 
not.to. do to peremptonly,as to your concience, as to be ſul- 
| | te leon phich you ſhall happencomake of .. 
them and cheir procecdings; as if your. private AGES. Laluch ca. 
{es ſhould bethe rule, by which you ought.to walke 1p pointof obe>.. 
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1. Whet ber yea or n# the national tye of aſſociation, by which we were 
4 communnwralth, while we were yo called « Kingdom, hath ever been 
d:folvea? | 

- L/zt bath n1t bein diſſolved what bath kept it entire in the midſt of 
all theſe fhak:ngs? was it not a Parliament art the ſubordination of attOfo 
ficers throughout the nation under it? 

3- Andif « Parlu ftil remaining, an all ſabordinate Officers in pla- 
re 0, Iudicattere and execution, ſand under it throughowt the whale na - 
tion, ſa that all men neay have 41rgal proteition from 1njnr.oc ; what ts 
there wanting to4 lawfull pawer and Government? 

4+ If nothing be wenting to a legal protettion for theſe thi acknow+ 
ledge the ju iſdiltion, then ſuch as tchnowledge it not, de yt themſelves 
ont of that proteition;and if theyre/iff the power whichGod bath ſet over 
thews for the publick, good of which ts altnaly 5 fully poſſeft with all the 
places of prnblick adminiſtra 101, they re6(t the Ordinanceof God ; and 
rhey tha reſilt this Ordin 1nce(ſaith rhe Apoftlr)(hal receive to themlelyes 
darnnation, Rows.1 3-2. 

AS for the point of enquiry,how theſe particular men.in whoſe hands the 
power & Government is, are come td their preſent places, whether in a legal 
way,or that which you call ulurpationgit doth net belong to the conicience 
of any man,who is in a private ftation,ts determine percmpeorily,far lefle 
upon his determination to ſuſpend his aCtings to the publick good. Yet it 
in this alio you defire to reflect upon the paflages of R'ght without obliging 
your cbnſcicnce to !tand engaged either way,by that which you ſhal obterve 
I ſhall further ſoggelt rhele heads of matters appliable to the caſe of thoſe by 
whom uſulpeX to be uſurpets unto your unparrial medication,as aPlea 
which nn do alicd ce for themſelves, : 

I.Whetber yea or 10 it be any way nu by the law of nature ammy 

. men that are equaly,toreſi;t force with force? 
2.1} it be jn/t among equals torefsit force with force the ſecond paint 
wil be to ronfider, Wherber be that 1nvades another means natural right, 


/ 


ly defomed of the power which be did 


"ns 


_ Now they-will fay,rhat the cale was thus firſt berween the King & P 
if you count them equals(which is the leaft can-be given,fay they to aParl- 
bythe law of nature &Natons)and then afterward berween the one par® 
ty & the other,in Parl.the tame cale was ated apaine,as berweene equals } 
whereupon the City Militia on the one hand and the army onthe orher,was 
depending , and fer oh work foraQtion, And how-far (theſe powers having 
claſhed )choe, that prevailed did think themfelyes necesfirated to fertle che 
lafety of theComon-wealth,in their wn way.& what ſetlement that hath 
by Gods permicion bronght forth,and upon what ground ir now ftands,E 
all not necd to repreſent unto you ; onely the ſober conſiderations of the 
grounds hich the'party accuſed of utarpation doth allcadge for its pro- 
cecdings arc to be thought upon indifferently,withour prejudicar affection, 
it you will free your Conſcience from a ſnaxe; And os ſha} tufrice allo , 
cancetnirg the firlt branch of y6ur ſecond doubr. But ler us now come to 
the lecend branch thereof, which ſppoſing the power to beuſurped doth 
Guelſion how far by taking the Engagment,you' become--acceſſary to the 
gnilc thereof? To his quettion,l ſhall anſwer briefly thus, Thatthe En- 
gagement being « dury juſt to be required by the pretem: Powers from their 
Sub) 


jets; without the performance of which.there is no protection due unto * 


chemzand neceflary to be performed by all that wil not profels themſelves 
defirous to oyerthrow the prelent ſafery,& publick welfare of the Nation j 
It eatnot make thoſe that take it acceflary to the gui: of thoſe thattender 
it,if any be in them, becauſe the performance of a thing good in it felt , and 
juſt & neceſſary for me todo in rcterence unto others,can derive no gnilt 
before God from others,of the £yil which may be in them upen me, AH 
moral aSions areto be counted good or evill,awtul.or unlawful,accordirg 


to the jultice of theRule by which they are done, & aceordi ng tothe uſcfuls - 


neſs and conveniency of theiramediate and proper end,for which they are 
done,and if both thei be found in the Agent thercof, no guiſt can from 


- without bebrought upon him,by any co- Agents, N ow the rule of Juſtice 


in this caſe is, That we are bovud to ſhevy fidelity anto thoſe of whom we 
defire prateCtionzand that we are bound to be ready to eyery goed work, 
towards thole with whom we live, which is all thavin the preſent Rate of 
this Common-wealth is required of us,which if we defire not to perform, 
wee deſerve notto have .a being in it: and if wee delire to performe 
this,there can be no cauſe why we ſhould —_— it,or w] Ne yoke 
fon of our willingneſs to do this , ſhould us guilty of, other mens 


fins. As concerning the end for which the Engagement is to bee taken,ir 13 


ro oblige all to intend one and the fame publick good fo far as at the preſene 
conflitutien of affairs ic may be adyancedzand to givethe Supreame power 
2h obgns cher ipſha) aotheuny i1bar tat wage Wildagow mn pens 


- 
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good intelligence f6r publick concernments with-it , *Hotwithftanding the 
preſent chatges-broug ht upon the Common-yealth, © 199 
Suppoſe thoſe that have che + pom wn. had wichout any apprehere 
fion ofneceſlicy for common latecy 6r dinget to theirown laferyand liber- 
only for lo fnilter ends ufurped the places wherein they are, yet by 
cds permiſſion and direction over me, they being now therein, aud fin- 
ding themſelves obliged by their places to procure peace and unity. among 
the ſubjects ofthis Land and to preſerve the pond intere(t for the good 
of all according to their belt underttanding,if they uſe any expedient which 
dothtend thereun:o , and offer it uno: me to coricur with them therein, 
with what canſcience can I refute a c »ncurrence to ſuch an intention ? 1f 
they having doneamiſle formerly, fer themſelves now to do wel,can I with 
any conſcience oppoſe them therew ? 1s it juft orpious, ' that becauſe they 
found no lafery in the way by which I would; have! ſetled-the Common- 
wealth.and have altaed/it ; that therefor e$thould refule to concur with 
them henceforth inany other way, or at their nation do any ching, als 
though it may be found neyer to utetull and neceflary iniv{elf for thegood 
of che Commonwealth, Ifrhay were guilty one way (a4 you imagine) 
by takingupon them more then they had'right rodo;rakeheed leaft you be 
more puiley another way,by refuſing tw do that which before God and men 
arc obliged to:if you areafraid of pactaking of their ſin, 'then take 
ſeed that you dilturb not the publick weltare 4s much or more by this ſin, 
thenthey did by that. It cheir ouile was by the ufurpation of power to dil 
ſolve the way of fetlemenr wherein we were xake heed lexft yeoblirutt al 
other ways which henceforth maybe taken towards x happy ſerrleme ne, 
on!y bythe refuſal of due ſubjeHtion umto the power that is now over you, 
becaule youthink your ſelf or your party wrovgful'y deprived of the pows 
er which you had. It you ſtrive for power asmuch as you think they have 
doneyhen you are more acceſlary rotheir ularpacion by -doing that your 
ſeif for which you condemn them, then by y:elding to aty lawtuil engages 
ment for the-z00d of the Commonawealth,which they propolc unto you, 
Thus while you pretend toflyoid a doubtful} guilr of another mans lin, leaft 
it refle& upon you, you contra&t an undonbred guilt of your own ſin, by 
refuling-a neceflary duty to the Commonwealth. The truth ,they cannot 
be faid guilcy of Viurpationof Power z forit was by 'ail the Authority of 
the Commonwealth thavrherv was, bottvof King and Parl, put ito their 
hands bur if their guile lies any where,it is thiy thac they abuled their pows 
er ; now you cannot be made accef3ary tothis abuſe thereofywhich is 
alreadygf you give not your expreſs conſent & approbarion to that w hi 
they did,which] am confident - 2 nn never-urg&any man ro de,who wil 
panty Rtwne hs He Tn RY SA 
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| | that by this | « they meal} not to: draw 


tShichds y 
' Erupled, for if yourConſcience be otice thraughly 


| Nate for ſame ofche Councell of State therſelves , would not be ingaged 
- to approve of all proceedings palt,and yer fir Rill in Councel-with them to 


adyance the publick, welfare in time to come,w you may perceive 
| | rats nt ro 
their paſt px to know who they'are that ate faithfull-in the 
Land, and willing to cenctr in good and lawfull undertakings in due 
time;tor this is all that the E t can rationally be fireicht untoand 
he that will not adqnite. of jt in this fence,makes hinalelf aftually lyable to a 
greater Gin then that which he pretends to be afraid ro fall imo, w hich is 8 
way ofproceeding very prepoſterous & nncenicionable,totin for tear of be» 
ivg found fnful, Hicherto I haycanſilted. upon your two firit doubts, more 
mo tres I did purpole a firft, therefore in the third & laſt, I (hall be 
more brief”, for if in the twa former you bee well fatiffied concerning that 
which , I cannot (ee how in this laſt you can. be much further 
comdted of the lawfulnes 
and nocesGty of a diity,it mult calt the cyents and conſequences of the per- 
formance,upon-Gods providerce,and not lay the canyettural appearances 
of your wn apprehenkars, in the bellance mherewnh, In the thitd doubt 
you ay the conſequence of the Engagemene lcemes ta tend tothe opyojicis 
on of rwo things. k.to- excludecthe lawfull Heir of the Crown: tfrem: his 
Right, 2. To exclude the Lords from finingin Parl. To which things you 
ſay you arc pre-engaged, and from which you cattor recede. To which. T 
fluall offer thoſe conſiderations to your more deliberate judgement, 2. 1f 
thole be onely ſeeming inconveniencies,8c the othera certain & undaubre(l 
canvenjency,nay a_neceflary$; unditputable duty;your Conſciences-cantor | 
Juftly ſuſpend the latter, for the formers fake ,. fox there is|n0 proportion of 
obligation(in reſpect of Contcience)berweenethat which is ſeerang,8 that 
which is undoubtedly cerzainz we are commanded not te judge according 
to appearances, but to judge righteous judgement. Jobn.7, 24. by which 
we muſt conclude,thatto follow hp Not to follow the Rules of 
Righteoufnels; and conſequently thati is norconicionable to at unrightes 
048,07 to ſulpend righteous aCtings,onely for a ppearancevof evill ; and as 
it 38 abſurd to do evill that good may ceme of it 2 fo it is ali unconſcions 
able mo leave of the doing of that which is untalbably that ne doubt- 
tull evill may come of gzand then conſider the duty which yourcfule to do 
xelates to the wbole Common weld;he fafery of all, and your own neceſ- 


ary paace & preſeryation,aud the cvill which-you feas will eamtupen it,re- 


lates only to the ſeeming violation of a perticular right of lome few petſons 


which is, or may bed all,whcher you be a carey Aa ro 
yeaor no , for aka kay that you are re $rnmry | canner 
6 You mean a2 © rilull but 2 contionable por-ens 
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that you cafinor recede from itz but if the cofirrary = 
already appeared and is clear to your conſcience now;tharyour dirty 
and pegs ho cannot lawfully and 
canſcionably be pur inthe ballance, witha perticular Engagement to forne 
perſons depending thereon; then you cannor make any further doubr of tar 
which ſhould be done in this cale;for I cannot imagine that you wil think 
it lawfull for you ts diſpente with your intereſt toward the uniyerſall 
of the Common-wealth, for any particular engagement, though never (6 
firong otherwiſc,and lawtully undertaken t firit:for if the intereft of him, 
whom you call che heir of the crown,& of the men c2lled the Peers of the 
Kinodom,is of ſo much weight with you, that you wil do no good alto to 
the Common-wealth withouc them: then it is clear that in your cſteem they , 
are more then the Common-wealth to-you,and that the common cauſe,for 
the maintaining of which al your engagements are brought upon you,is not 
{o-much yalued by-you,as the particular caule of theſe perfens, which how 
can with a good Conccience allow in your ſe!f,l am not able to under - 
tiand.1 tay then,that if the particular intereſts or pretentions of any,come ro 
jufile widh the publick good in your afteCtions,and juſtle out the fame, it is 
clear that yo!1 are not taithfull ro your principles of conſcience and reafon 
betore God and men, but that you are willing to betray the common cauſe 
to particulir defignes;and contequently that you will eek your ſelf in the 
| botrome more then the'publick good:becauſe it cannot be doubred;rthat if 
| You will lubordinate yeurzeal and loye to the Common-yealth, nnto the 
relpect that you haye:o other meris adyantages,that you-will far more ( if 
eccalion be offered) ſubordinare the fame unto the reſpe& which you have 
ta your own adyancages, For the reſolution of this ſcruple you ought as I 
conceiye, to undertiand your ſelf thus farre, that you cannot entertain the 
thought of any engagement ot obligation lawfully, which doch caufe your 
| Engagement and obbgpcion to be true and faithful tothe Common- wealth, 
at all times or at any time,therefore witha good conſcience if you find your 
obligation to the heir of the Crowntor tothe Priviledges of Peers,fatcrols 
and oppelite by change of circumtiances(as all human matters are chatige« 
able by Eraunitances)to the couwmon good of the nation;(I fay)you can- 
por in fuch a caſe maintain that obligation ſo , as nor to be receded from it 
with a good conſcience;andif the propotall of this E£ngagement,doth dilco» 
ver thus much of your corvuption;unto you by fuch a _ ou are to be 
' humbled for ic betare Gbdzand laying pda open 4 &rec- 
tifie the intentions of the heart,with uprightnefſe and fineerity, And all this 
I offer to be conſidered by Uasury..\ od pre-engagement to baye been 
| Juſtand lawhul, as nodoubtit was hut yet that now your Reſolurion not to 
agode hows lycamtes be jul ge Jvnial 08 mam» noyy fuel a hoſes, 
- U3 2 _- 
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if you wil make that pre-engagement,*9 juſtle out of your heart this ehgages 
ER s eved un«o you to be taken, _ 
As for the diſſolution of your tieand obligation tothe heir of the Crown, 
I ſhall refer you to look upon Gad, whe;her he hath: gar difpoſicacd him 
awholly by his own doings and councells and by the guil: derived from his 
Father and mother upon him , of all his intereſt in this Kingdome , and 
Common-wealchzfor becaule his aim and the aim of thole that are about 
him is not for the Common-wealth bur for the Kingdom,thac is,ngt for the 
of the lociety,but for lelf-greatneſle, 

Therefore Godgwho takes and gives the Rights of Goverment by the 
putting of one inzo theactuall pofletſion of a ruliag power; and by taking 
of the tame power away from another,to fulfil his own Councel & judge- 
men:s over this people,aud over thole taat exalr themlelyes over them , by 
deſtroying the carth,he hath done as it ſeemed good in his own eyes, hot 
with lim who accotding to men claims the crown, -and with thole that 
were the ſupporters thereof znore then promoters of the publick good x 
And what God who doth exalc one and purdown another, determines in 
this Kiad in the ſight of all che world and (I may lay againſt the clear in- 
tencions of all that engaged thealelyes ac firft tor the good of the-Nations, 
and for the Kings good alſo; what I fay,he determines chus in this kind a« 

_ gainſt mens incensions aud expectations, whole affeRiens have been fins 
ecrely for the Kings jult rights no lefle-then yours;you and I have no ware 
rant to contradict and oppoſe in our thoughts, but we mult obſerve this way 
of changing the rights, & ſhaking the ticles of the earih,that the Lord alone 
miy be exalted in the day ofour cammon and their ſpecial vifitation. For I 
conceivethatthe Prophelie of rhe Prophet [ſaiah,chap, 23.verſ.21,is be- 
guncobe fulfilled amongſt us, ſomewhat more remarkably then in other 
paris of the earth as yet, which is this: Audit ſhal come to paſs in that day, 
that the Lord (hal punifh the heaſt of the bigh ones thut are ou h1gh,and 
the Kings of the earth upon the earth; they ſhalbe gathered together as 
prifouers 4r8 gathrwred inthe pit of ſhet be ſhut np inpriſon and after ma- 
wp dxiar ballbe viſited. Then the nzwne (hal be confounded, and the - 
ſw+ hal be aſhaned when the L504 of hoſts fhal reign in monnt Sion arid 
before his ancients gloriofly.l bal not now fand to open thele words un« 
to-you farther then their {enle is obviousgto ſhew $ which in angther pace 
the Prophet {aithto the {ame ox, like eftect, That rhe loſry looks of menrſhal 
be humbled avid the haughtines of men bowed down. oy the lord alont (hal 
' beexalted inthas day, for the day of the Lord of hoſbt ſoall be #n every 
ous tbat is proud & lofty,c> upax every oue that is lifted up of be ſhal bs 
brengor lows Which is a warning allo to thoſe that are now exalted in 
SL EISPAEES SL HTS LL, - » Powetore 


; avpulobry and concradiftion taken up ang incextted by all ; whaten © 
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over us,left they be high minded in their own concaits, and their ruin come 
ſuddenly,and withour remedy, if they al or any of them wil,as once ITiracl 
did,fay to the Seers,ſce not,and to the Prophets, prophefie not right things 
unto us:prophecy deceit, and caule the holy One of nel 2nd his Law to 
ceaſe from before us. And if whenthey begin to deſpiſe his word(as ſome 

. of them otherwiſe very ative & inftrumentallin oftward changes ſeem to 

do)they truft then in oppreſſion & peryerleneſle,and ln upon their ſword 
2nd Ray thercon, they muſt take notice they ſhall be taught ro know with 
dear expericnce, if they alter not their courle ; Eſa;5 0;11412;13.that this 
iniquity ſhall be to then as a breach ready to fall ; ſwellirg our in a high 
wall, whoſe breaking comettrſuddenly and at an inflan: ;* tor if the talleſt 
Cedars are not ſpared, bur cur down, when they exalt themſelves above the 
Trees of the Forreſt ; how ſhall the tmaller ſhrubs be born'withall, when 
they are guilty of the ſame miſdemeanor ? They therefore that land before 
the Lord of the whole earch, let them, be wiſe and fear ; he ſtandeth among 
the Gods & judgeth 3 eyenhe,who being the King of Kings, came to ſerve 
all men through fove.and dothteach all ments deny themlelves,8& become 
his Diſciples, learning of him chat he is meek and humble of hear. If they 
ſeek themſelyes and not the Common-wealth, whereunto they pretend to 
engave others ; they ſhall be fourd our by thoſe whom they engage to the 
Intereſt ofrhe Common-wealth,who mind it fincerelytand being diſcoye- 
red, they thall be caft out of their grentneſle in it, We have ſeen everall 
parties up,and their ſeycrall Intereſts ſer on toot;and their changes came be- 
cauſe the true In-ereſt of Chriſtianiry, whereih all Common-wealths alone 
can prolper,hath not been ſo much minded by themyas theic own Intereſts; 
we froud therefore pray for tholg that are eyer us now, that though they 
may have had and þave Riill their failings, yer that they may not be gak9 
on this Rock: & we ſhould watchalſo over our own ouls Iſt we be made 
a caule of their own ſplitting, and of the ruine of all,by being enticed tobe 
wilfully ſcrupulous in theſe matters, as perhaps ſorne are for ends of their 
own,to make the way of Government gifficulr, and the ſanding of thele 
that are in places of power unlafe, Ifany be ſuch (of which number I know 
you are none)they ſha!f eat of the fruits of theit own doings afluredly, 

For if they acknowledge the juriſdiftion decentully,to betray it;God wil 
find chem out, if they wil not acknowledge it, nor any thing(hough never 
ſo good Joſfered rothe publick Interelt by 1: ; onely becauſe they will- keep 
mens{picits aca diftancefrom ittthey flul hor eſcape to be conſumed by the 
fire wbich they de ma!iciouſly kindle to deſtroy the Cotamon-wealch, Tf 
the common Tatereft,which 1am perſwaded js in fimplicity to be aimed ar 
by the Engagement, according to their ſenſe that. ofter it ; were withour 
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Ge farrer vrould it bein a thoit time to brine #Hftbour Teal! reformis® 
fionof all our grieyances ; but if th6ſe that complain of preflutes and orie- ns 
varices,and of the charge of an Army,by their own difafte&tion to the pub- } 
lick,atdunrulinels undgeGovernment,make an Army ablolutely ary, 
and occaſion the grievances themlelyes,whereof they make complaints,on- | 
ly tocaſt an odium upon the Covernement, they will be found to be the | 
children of their father the Devil,and reccive with him thar reward : for he | 
obftruRts all that is good in eyery one, and tempts ail unto diltempers and 
difordetly cartiages,apd then layes them to their charge to make them odi» - $- 
ons thereby. Bciidezthe ſcruples which you h1ve made in this bufineſle, I 
have mer with ſome, that labour to make ſtrange interpretations and infes 
rences upon every word of the Engagement, as if were in the meaning of } 
thoſe that offer ita bundle of laares; bu: trouble uot your ſelyes with hat, 


for in all p his kind, the Rule is, that you muſt take the {ene 
$ to exprefie an Ry by following 


which is molt obs, 
His, you ſhal not beintanglcd into ſcruples and lpcions, what ochers may 
Arain the words unto. Another told me and Tur by him that ma 

ny are thns ſcrupled)thac although he could take the pnppgment in a laws 
full ſenſe,? and approve the obvious ſenſe of it * yer thathe 0aght not to do 

it, by realon of the offences which many godly people wonld rake at bim 
for it,who cannot but think ic a breach of Covena nt. To this I aniwer, that 

in a neceflary macter of duty,an offence wrongfwlly taken att, ought not to 

be regarded by thoſe that performi: : bur they ought rather tofollow their | 
own eohlcience, and give to thoke that are offended atthem in thei way, a 
fatisfaftory realon of; the juſtice chereof,to inſtruft them:bur in things of an 
iadifferentnature, which are free to be done or Icft undone, there we are 
bound to luſpend the 8&tion which may be taken offenfi vely ; asfor this 
matcer I fay, thar on both hands there will be offences given or takety, and }- 
that by the godly, For as ſome godly-wilbe oftended at the taking of theEn= | 
gavemenit,ſo ſome others will be eftcnded at the not taking thercofzthe caſe þ 
then will be,which of thele two offences Tam molt to avoid; whether that 
which is wrongfully, or that which is juſtly taken, both by the godly, amd 
alſo by tholethat'arc in {uperiority, whom I oftend ſo as to. ove then juſt 
Eaule to qu unto me for my oftence their prote&tion, and my neceſſary 

is 
c 


lafety;and where of the ſame:a,the offence on the one hand is ſinful! 
yea,and on the other wronglully taken it is cafie ts judge which of, 
two is to be avoided. I ſhall leaye theſe things to your conftiondble and 
gnfrejudicate confideratonto be,weighcd in the fear of Ged by you ; as in 
his preſence yvithout-kumane reſpetts they arc offered to you, 4 4@ 
From my Chamber Nev,279. Tour ſaithful and affettiorate friend Þ 


